
THORSPORT RACING EXPANDS INTO ARCA RACING SERIES PRESENTED BY MENARDS; FIELDS TEAM PILOTED 
BY NINE-TIME ARCA CHAMPION FRANK KIMMEL 

Championship-driven NASCAR Camping World Truck Series Team Adds the No. 44 Ansell/Menards ARCA Racing Series 
Entry; Debuting Partnership Via Finale Entry at Homestead NCWTS with Kimmel 

 
Sandusky, Oh. (November 11, 2011) – ThorSport Racing, the longest tenured team in the NASCAR Camping World Truck 
Series with over 500 active entries since 1996, announced today its plans to continue its growth model by fielding a 2012 
full-season ARCA Racing Series team. 9-time ARCA Racing Series Champion and All-time ARCA Purse-winning driver Frank 
Kimmel will pilot the No. 44 Ansell/Menards Chevrolet under the ThorSport Racing banner in 2012.  Kimmel will “kick 
off” his partnership with ThorSport Racing by running the championship finale of the NASCAR Camping World Truck 
Series season at Homestead-Miami Speedway November  18th.  He will join new teammates Matt Crafton, Johnny Sauter 
and Dakoda Armstrong – all running in their respective trucks  – by piloting a fourth entry, the No. 44 Ansell/Menards 
Chevrolet Silverado at the Ford 200. 
 
“This is an exciting move for ThorSport Racing, and we’re looking forward to growing together with the ARCA Racing 
Series and long-term with Frank Kimmel and his team,” said Matthew LaNeve, Vice President of Motorsports 
Partnerships for ThorSport Racing. “Frank obviously has a pedigree of success within the series, as well as a history of 
setting the bar high for the rest of the field.  ThorSport has had a long-standing pattern of excellence & championship 
caliber teams in the NCWTS with Matt Crafton, Johnny Sauter and now rookie Dakoda Armstrong.  We felt this was the 
right move at the right time.” 

The Automobile Racing Club of America (ARCA) is an auto racing sanctioning body in the United States, founded in 1953 
by John Marcum. The ARCA Racing Series races stock cars similar to those seen in past years in the NASCAR Sprint Cup 
Series, and indeed most cars used in the ARCA Racing Series were previously used in NASCAR.  “The level of competition 
in the ARCA Racing Series has impressed us, and we felt this was a great opportunity with Frank,” said David Pepper, 
Team Manager & Competition Director for ThorSport Racing.  “With our NASCAR resources and knowledge base, as well 
as being geographically close to many of the ARCA races, we felt it was a natural fit.  This partnership not only forges a 
great relationship for competitive racing in our organization; it also encourages job growth in the North Coast as we 
continue to seek out exceptional talent in the area.”  

 “The ARCA Racing Series prides itself on being at the cusp of growth for its fans and teams each year, which makes this 
partnership an exciting one for our 2012 season,” said Mark Gundrum, Vice President of Marketing & Communications 
for ARCA.  ““ThorSport Racing will provide a great opportunity for Frank to meet his goals, and should provide Ansell, 
Menards, and ARCA with additional business-to-business avenues and opportunities. We welcome ThorSport to ARCA 
with open arms. The organization is a first-class, proven contender and we’re thrilled to add their competitive 
experience to our top series. We look forward to watching not only the relationship grow, but also the competition 
intensify on track for our fans and SPEED viewers.”      
 
“It has been a pleasure to have Frank Kimmel represent Ansell in the ARCA Racing Series presented by Menards the last 
three years,” said Steve York, Director of Channel and Vertical Development for Ansell.  “As our representative, Frank 
reflects the qualities of Ansell’s employees worldwide – dedication, loyalty and a desire to be the best at what we do.  
We are thrilled to partner with Menards along with ThorSport Racing as they also exemplify these qualities as a proven 
winner on and off the track.  Ansell looks forward to a very successful season and the presentation of Frank’s 10th ARCA 
Racing Series Championship trophy.” 

-MORE- 



“I’m really looking forward to the opportunity to work with ThorSport Racing in 2012,” said Kimmel.  “It’s a great 
opportunity to work with the best in class – from a world-class shop and staff to resources of such a strong organization.  
These guys know how to run for championships, and I think I’ve shown a few times that I can do the same.  I’m ready to 
get back into the seat in Daytona and charge for the 2012 ARCA Racing Series Presented by Menards championship 
together!  To be able to kick everything off in Homestead is just icing on the cake – Matt Crafton and I have raced 
together for years as fellow ‘Menards teammates;’ I’m looking forward to getting to know everyone on the competition 
side and making a great run there for the team.” 

ABOUT THORSPORT RACING: 
ThorSport Racing, based in Sandusky, Ohio, is the longest tenured active NASCAR Camping World Truck Series team. 
ThorSport Racing's first race came at the Milwaukee Mile on July 6, 1996. NASCAR's only Ohio-based team, which has 
run full season schedules annually beginning in 1998, currently runs the No. 88 Menards Chevrolet driven by Matt 
Crafton; the No. 13 Safe Auto/Curb Records Chevrolet driven by Johnny Sauter; and the No. 98 Ferrell Gas/Agrisure 
Chevrolet driven by Dakoda Armstrong. 

ThorSport Racing has wheeled into Victory Lane with Terry Cook, Matt Crafton and Johnny Sauter since its inception and 
has finished a dominating seven times within the top 10 in points with both trucks. In April 2011, Sauter wheeled into 
Victory Lane at Martinsville Speedway. In 2009 and 2010, both Crafton and Sauter finished in the top five in driver 
points.  In 2011, ThorSport Racing moved into a state-of-the-art, world-class 100,000 square foot racing facility in 
Sandusky.  For more information, visit us on Facebook: Facebook/ThorSportRacing or Twitter: 
Twitter.com/ThorSportRacing. 

ABOUT FRANK KIMMEL: 
Frank Kimmel is one of the most recognized faces in ARCA history. A record-setting nine-time driving champion (1998 
and 2000-2007), Kimmel has 74 wins in 430 ARCA Racing Series starts, with a record 10,334 laps led in that time. He is 
ARCA’s all-time leading superspeedway lap leader and all-time leading superspeedway pole winner, and also finished as 
the second-place driver in 1994, 1997, 1999, and 2008.  Kimmel’s 236 top-fives and 317 top-10 finishes are records for 
active ARCA drivers, and his 42 career Menards Pole Awards comprises a total one fewer than Iggy Katona’s record 43. 
He has finished in the top 10 in ARCA Racing Series points in 20 consecutive seasons. The 1992 ARCA Rookie of the Year, 
Kimmel is the all-time leading money winner in the series with over $4 million in career earnings. He is the only driver to 
have been invited from ARCA to compete in the International Race of Champions  (2006), and has also competed in the 
NASCAR Sprint Cup, Nationwide, and Camping World Truck Series. Kimmel was the track champion at Charlestown (Ind.) 
Speedway in 1986 and 1987, and the champion at Louisville (Ky.) Speedway in 1989.  
 
ABOUT ARCA RACING SERIES PRESENTED BY MENARDS: 
The ARCA Racing Series presented by Menards featured 19 events at 16 tracks on its 2011 schedule. The series has 
crowned an ARCA national champion each year since its inaugural season in 1953, and has toured over 200 race tracks in 
28 states since its inception. In 2011, the series has tested the abilities of drivers and race teams over the most diverse 
schedule of stock car racing events in the world, visiting tracks ranging from 0.4 mile to 2.66 miles in length, on both 
paved and dirt surfaces as well as a left- and right-turn road course.  
 
Founded by John Marcum in 1953 in Toledo, Ohio, the Automobile Racing Club of America (ARCA) is recognized among 
the leading sanctioning bodies in the country. Closing in on completing its sixth decade after hundreds of thousands of 
miles of racing, ARCA administers over 100 race events each season in two professional touring series and local weekly 
events. More information about ARCA is available at ARCARacing.com.  
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Frank Kimmel, Driver of the No. 44 Ansell/Menards Entry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


