#88 Matt Crafton
NASCAR Truck Series Driver

AS A VETERAN DRIVER IN THE NASCAR CAMPING WORLD TRU CK SERIES,
HOW HAVE YOU SEEN THE SERIES CHANGE THRU THE YEARS?

The NCWTS has always been about good, hard, grass-roots style racing, and it only
continues to improve. The series is more-competitive than ever. Guys race hard every
lap, and nobody is giving an inch. And you have several teams now that, on any given
day, are capable of winning a race. That wasn't always the case. The changes to the
bodies and setups over the years have just been amazing. The competition has
intensified so much over the years, and has reached a point where even the smallest
mistakes can cost you a possible win. It makes it that much more exciting for drivers
and fans, because you have to be at your best on every lap.

YOU GREW UP IN A RACING FAMILY...DESCRIBE HOW IT FE ELS TO 'DO
SOMETHING YOU LOVE' AT SUCH A HIGH LEVEL IN MOTORSP ORTS.

| feel blessed to be doing what I love for a living...to wake up each day and look forward
to my job. | feel thankful, because | realize that not everybody is in that position. | never
take it for granted, because | learned a valuable lesson early-on in our family: If we tore
up our cars, we couldn't race again until we rebuilt them. We didn't have much money or
equipment. So | learned the importance of never taking it for granted, and realized how
lucky we were to be able to race in the first place. | still feel that way.



THOUGH ATTENTION AND MEDIA FOCUS IS TYPICALLY ON TH E DRIVER,
DESCRIBE THE IMPORTANCE OF A'TOTAL TEAM EFFORT' TO ANY SUCCESS
YOU'VE ENJOYED.

Racing is truly a team-effort thing, and none of us can succeed without the help of our
teammates. I've been fortunate to be surrounded by great people, who are really good
at what they do, but who are also open to ideas and suggestions in the name of team
improvement, giving ourselves the best chance to succeed at any given time. If, as a
driver, you ever take the approach that you have all the answers, and you're not open to
listening and learning from your teammates, you'll find yourself in a bad position pretty
quickly. Trust is key in this deal, and you have to be able to trust your teammates, to
know that everybody is on the same page, is working toward the same goals. We all
spend so much time together, we're kind of like brothers. We can have disagreements,
but nobody takes it personally, because it's about what's best for the team. In the case
of this No. 88 Menards team, our mission is to win races and championships, and
everybody is working their tails off to achieve it. We know it can happen, and we won't
be satisfied until it does.

DESCRIBE THAT 'RACE-DAY' FEELING, WHETHER GOING THR U DRIVER-
INTRODUCTIONS OR HEARING THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER O R FIRING UP
THE ENGINES AND GETTING READY TO ROLL...DOES IT EVER GET OLD?

Race day is always special, and it never gets old. In some ways, it makes me feel like
a kid, because | love it so much. It's always different, too, because of the tracks

we're visiting or the types of fans in the stands. There's always a bit of a different
dynamic, depending on where we're racing. You can just feel that energy coming from
the stands before a race, because you know our fans are so passionate and are
anticipating a great show. No matter what's happened during a particular week, or any
hype leading up to a particular race, when it's time to actually to climb into that race truck
and get ready to go, it's the best place to be. Then, you can just block everything else
out and get down to doing what you enjoy the most, doing what you're paid to do, and
that's to drive the heck out of it.

AS A DRIVER, DESCRIBE THE IMPORTANCE THAT MAINTAINI NG A BALANCED
EMOTIONAL KEEL THROUGHOUT THE UPS AND DOWNS OF A LO NG NASCAR
SEASON PLAYS IN ACHIEVING SUCCESS.

The longer you're in this sport, the easier it probably is to learn to let things go a little bit,
good or bad. It took me a while to realize it when | came in, and I've gotten a lot better at
it in recent years. It's a long season, and you'll experience a variety of emotions based
on what happens in races, but you have to be able to find a way to put things

in perspective pretty quickly. If you win or have a great run, you can enjoy it for a little
bit, but you know you have to get back to work quickly, because the competition will be
gunning for you the very next week. Same thing if you have a bad run...you have to take
the positives from it and move on, use what you learned to help you improve for the next
race. The worst thing you can do is to carry a bad performance with you to the track the
next week. You have to let it go, and stay focused on the bigger picture. If you get
caught up in the emotions of this deal, the competition will quickly pass you by.

FROM A RACE FAN'S PERSPECTIVE, IF YOU HAD TO CHOOSE ONE TRACK TO
WATCH A RACE, WHICH TRACK WOULD IT BE?

Without a doubt, | would choose Atlanta. | just think you see some of the best possible
racing, including the side-by-side, high speeds, banking, passing other cars or trucks, at



Atlanta. | think it's the best example of great racing, all the way around. It's a great race
track.

WHEN YOU'RE AWAY FROM THE TRACK, WHERE IS YOUR FAVO RITE PLACE TO
BE?

At Glamis (Glamis Sand Dunes in Southern California; Crafton is a Tulane, CA native).
I've spent a lot of time there over the years, and just love the place. | love being out
there with the Quads and the Sand Rails, just relaxing and having fun with friends.
When my racing days are over, that's probably where you'll find me.



